
Guidelines for Caring for your PC400 FWR Canvas 

PC400 FWR is a blended polyester cotton cloth treated with a water repellent, rot resistant and 

flame retardant emulsion.  It is the responsibility of the designer of any product to satisfy themselves 

that PC400 is the correct textile for use in their product taking into account, for example, any 

mechanical stresses the material may come under which may open up the weave and any 

environmental conditions which may affect the properties of the material. 

Much of the PC400 sold in the UK is used in tents and structures designed by the purchaser.  The 

following guidelines may be useful in shelter applications. 

Weathering 

Before using a shelter for the first time, the PC400 will need to preconditioned or “weathered”, in 

order for the material to reach its normal state. 

The proofing process is carried out under tension and the fabric is flattened by pressured rollers 

forcing the proofing mix to fully impregnate the fabric. This wetting/drying process will allow the 

canvas to relax and shrink to its normal state.  This weathering process will also, depending on the 

type used, allow the thread to swell to seal up any stitching holes.  Advice should be taken from 

thread suppliers as to which thread to use. 

The shelter needs to the erected and the PC400 soaked by the rain or using a garden hose or similar.  

The PC400 needs to be totally soaked. 

Allow the fabric to dry naturally in the air until it is totally dry.  It is during the drying process that the 

fibres relax. 

The above soaking and drying process may need to be repeated.  Generally two soakings and drying 

cycles is sufficient to fully weather the PC400, but more may be required if the drying process is too 

fast as the fibres relax at a slow rate. 

Cleaning 

To clean PC400, allow the tent and dirt to dry and then brush the dirty area gently with a soft brush.  

PC400 can me rinsed down using water from a bucket or hose.  NEVER use any solvents or soap 

product and do NOT use pressure washers as either of these may wash the proofing product out of 

the canvas. 

Dirt and animal droppings should be cleaned from the canvas as soon as possible, certainly within 

one week. 

Storage 

PC400 must be cleaned thoroughly and fully dried before storing.  PC400 must only be air dried 

naturally. 

PC400, like all natural fabrics, is susceptible to mildew.  Mildew growth is promoted in damp, warm 

conditions, especially where there is a source of food for the growth. Care needs to be taken to 

remove all dampness and food sources prior to storage. 


